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JOHN WESTCOTE. 


TR HOMO 11 Wrsrcorz, the ſubject of 


55 Leeds in Yorkſhire, of mean pa- 


fs x rents, whoſe circumſtances hin- 


dered his being trained up in any 


of the principles of learning, or being under 
the influence of a benign or generous exam- 
ple. His firſt years were ſpent in. obſcurity, 


his middle days in luxury and affluence, 


and his latter end has been ſhameful. 
Tho his birth was obſcure and his op 


| tunities to learn but ſcanty and defective, yer 
being of a good mein and of a genius that 
woas far from being ſordid, he left his father 
| from a diſguſt, and coming up to London, 
found means to get himſelf introduced into 


the ſervice of the Earl of Harrington, a No- 
dleman whole genereſity of heart and virtu- 


ous diſpoſition inclined him to do every act 
ef tenderneſs. and 3 toward thoſe 
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who had the honour to be introduced to kim ; 
but particularly to ſuch as had the happineſs 
of being connected with his family. 

His Lordſhip breathed the ſpirit of that 


_ Viſcount Stanhope who was Secretary of State, 


and managed the affairs of the kingdom o 
well in the firſt and moſt tickliſh years of 
King George I. he inherited all his virtues, 


and erred in nothing but in carrying his 
generoſity and goodneſs to an extteam, 
without examining the merit or unworthineſs 


of the object on whom his favours were to 


be conferred: His Lady, a daughter of the 
Duke of Grafton, being of the ſame gene- 


roſity of ſentiment” indulged ſuch as ſerved 
her ſo much, as to be the loſer by it. Many 


have made their fortunes, and now live in 


caſy circumſtances, under the influence - and 
benignity of his Lordſhip and his Conſort. 


Among the number of thoſe who ſhared 
the undiſtinguiſhed ſmiles of his Maſter was 


Weſtcote, who had the addreſs to get him- 


ſelf admitted Porter to his Lordſhip, and to 


be put into the place of the greateſt truſt 


and importance, and to which none but peo- 
ple of the beſt chararacter and decorum 


ought to be received. 


Weſtcote had lived in this flation and 3 — 


racter for about four years, and had by the 


gratuity of Gentlemen and Ladies, added to 
his wages and the effects of his Maſter's | 


| liberality, procured to the amount of 1001. 


which if properly laid out, might with Care 


and Prudence, enable bim to live comfortably 


oe 
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for the remainder of his days ; eſpecially as 


he contracted acquaintance with ſome people 


of a mercantile genius, and had the honour 


to be known to perſons of the higheſt quality 


and diſtinction, in conſequence of the place 


which he held. 


Had he confined himſelf to the company 
of thoſe who trade fairly, and are directed 


by principles of generofi:y and conſcience, he 
might have enjoyed the fruits of his labour 


and of his patron's indulzence z bat unluckily 


being of a roaming di: poſition. he became ac 
quaiuted with ſ me cf the uſurers about Chel- 


ſea-hoſpital, a ſett of men who had by fraud, 


circumvention and injuſtice, ſuckt the very 
vitals of the ſuperannuated ſoldiers who had 
 g:own old in the ſervice of their 7 8 and 
Pad Loft their blood in C2 enn its glory and 
Intereſt. 
Among the number of thoſe with whom 
I becant e acquainted was the noted Pitzge- 
rald commonly known by the name of Camp- 


bell, who kept the King of Bohemia's Head, 


in Wilderneſs-Row, at Chelſea: Of the peo- 
ple who « xerciſed the infamous trade of uſury 
none was more adept in all the tricks and 


frauds of a finiſhed villain than he! By craft 


and diſſimulation he had wrought himſelt in- 
to the good graces of the unthinking and ere- 
dulous: by an effrontery of which there is 
not a parallel he had aſſumed the name of 
Scotlman and Iriſhman by turns; and what 
is incredible in itſelf, tho? literally true, he ſhot 
off his left hand to the intent he might receive 
the royal bounty, from which by his quitting 
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General Stewart's regiment abruptly, he had 
almoſt been excluded : So adept did he be- 
come in the ſeveral acts of knavery, as to 
forge the hand-writing of poor men, and ſend 
them to priſon on pretended notes of hand, 
and detain them till true notes and a general 
releaſe were obtained, 
How fortunate for Weſicote to have taken 
warning by the fatal exit made by Campbell, 
who for forging a note of hand for 13501. 
in the name of one Joſeph Pearſon, one of 
the band of Gentlemen Penſioners, was exe- 
cuted on the ad of April, 1761. Weſtcote 
was not ſo wiſe as to take Se ; he had 
fixed his eyes upon riches as the ſole object of 


| his endeavours, and the ultimate end of his 


expectation and hopes; By means of Camp- 
bell he became acquainted with the adepts in 


roguery, and ſuch as lived upon over reaching 
their neighbours, He frequented houſes of 
the meaneſt appearance, night-cellars, and 


ſuch as had all the aſpect of fitneſs for what 
was fraudulent and mean; he frequently vi- 


 fited the Red Lion in Bou, ſtreet, behind 


Weſtminſter-market, for as the landlord of 
this, T—m RSA was acquainted ral 
Campbell, he thought he might one day © 
other have an occaſion to make uſe of Ton 


| habitation for a purpoſe that might contribute 

to bis Intereſt, He likewiſe became acquain= 
ted with James Cooper, who kept a chand- 
ler's ſhop at Turnſtile, Holborn, and by means 


of Cooper he was introduced into the com- 
pany of Bradley, his aſſociates in the iniquity 


for which he was overtaken and puniſhed by 
The law. Thu 


C23 


This Bradley, an Iriſhman by birth, was 
one of thoſe who not finding encouragement 
in their own country, ſeek ſhelter 1n the great 
_ metropolis of the Britiſh empire; he had 
| ſquandered what money he had in excels and 
riot, in laſciviouſneſs and chimerical purſuits, 
and, if fame is not a liar, had become an a- 
dept in the hidden arts of pilfering and ſe- 
creting of goods. Being reduced to the con- 
fines of want by prodigality and wantonneſs, 
he applied to Weſtcote for his intereſt to be 
admitted into a place in Lord Harrington's 
family, which the other readily agreed to pro- 
| mote upon the firſt vacancy that ſhould fall. 
The propoſal meeting with fo generous an 4 
acceptance, cheriſhed that familiarity which "I 
had fo long ſabſiſted, and ripened it to ſuch - | 
a degree, that Weſtcote, as it he were aban- = Þ 
doned in an inſtant by the checks of honour 
and of conſcience, propoſed the iniquitous 
- ſcheme which ſo lately has been brought to 
Ucgght, and has terminated fo unfortunately 
0 ir bath. | : 
A s you, faid Weſtcote to Bradley, ſeem 
to be in need of an immediate relief in order 
to ſtop the mouths of your creditors, and to 
protect you againſt the ſnares of thoſe dregs 
of mankind the bailiffs and their followers, I 
will, if you can keep a ſecret, put you in a 
way of obtaining more than you think of ; 
Nothing but ſecrecy and reſolution are requi- 
ed upon your part, and in a very ſhort time 
Voou may heve in your poſſeſſion more than is 
ſufficient to relieve you. Bradley, like others 
4.08 his genius and turn of mind, {wore there 
} was 
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(#1 
was not 2 man upon earth who could keep a 
ſecret more cloſely than he could, and with 
the moſt folemn aſſcverations proteſted, that 
no man on earth had more courage to execute 


a plan vigorouſly than himſelf, I am always, 


A 
faid he, — in utrumque paratus ſeu verſare 


duolos, 2 cert accumbere morti. 
Though the binding with oaths be but fee- 
| ble tyes and weak bonds upon ſuch as have 
made a ſacrifice of a good conſcience, that 


continual feaſt of .n honeſt mind, and tho' 


it be obſervable that ſe dom or never men ha- 
b tuated to curſing, or to the learning every 
new way to ſwear, are bound by their en- 


gagements, which want all the requiſites of 


termality, yet Weſtcote was ſo much wrought. 
on by the proteitations of his acquaintance, 


that he all a at once laid down the infamous 
propoſal. My maſter Lord Harrington, 
10 Weſkeote: is never without bags of 
noney, and perhaps he poſſe es more in 
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© riched by our conduct.“ Bradley heard 


the propoſal with a viſible alacrity, and de- 


firing to be intormed further, Weſtcote pro- 
Cc as to lay down the ſcheme more fully; 


he told him that his Lordſhip s par iour where 
the repoſitory ſtood, in which the money lay 
depobred, was, in a manner, detached from 
he Other chambers of the houſe, that the 
locks both of the door and the bureau were 
taſily forced open, ard that without any 


noile ; and, in order to facilitate the matter, 


decie than any other Nobleman; I can 
ive acceſs to his repoſitor: es, «ad it we 
manage matters well, we may ſoon be en- 
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we ſhall embrace the next day, being the 


13th of December, for accompliſhing OUT 


intended ſcheme, as my Lord and Lady with 
the family are to be at the Opera. Bradley 
vas mare and more fired with a deſire to ex- 
ecute what had been, in his apprehenion, 


planned with ſuch underſtanding and acute- 


neſs; in a word, it was ſettled that he ſhould 
come about half an hour paſt fix in the even- 
iog, when he ſhould be ſet down in the por- 
ter's lodge, and there be ſecreted in the moſt 

comfortable manner, with victuals and drink 
for his entertainmeut, and in the mean time 

he was adviſed to take a bumper of true 


French brandy 1 in order to hearten him in the 


execution of his deſign, In a word, at this 


converfation every thing was determined that 


might be conducive to the dark and execrable 


prej ct; and what not a little animated them, 
E: ane tald him that his landlord, Cooper, 


wies a map who underſtood buſineſs well. 


0 he had a celiar wherein any thing might 
be dep ſited with grea” ſafety, and what was 
itilla tuicher er comageinent, that you might 
as well ge a word from the {ole of his foot as 
from his mouth, if ou ce he was enjoined ſe 
crecv. All things being ſettled, they went 
together 8 ober, io formed him of their 
deſign, which meeting with his approbation, 
nothing remained but to enter upon what had 
been concerted. 
Accordipg'y on the fata? night of the 13th 
5 of D cember, 1763, being the day following, 
B adley came to the Stabie- yard according to 
appointment. And as Lord Harrington my 
. EK 
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his family were gone to the Opera in the 


Hay-market, the houſe was in a manner ſoli- 
tary and dull ; after refreſhing themſelves plen- 


tifully, Weſtcote conducted Bradley into the 
kitchen and ſhewed him a back window 
which, ſaid he, we will leave open, and by it 


you may get into the garden and clamber 


over the wall, and directly proceed to Coo- 
per's houſe where the booty may be ſecreted : 
the ſcheme being laid, every thing being pre- 
pared and the hour of action approaching, 
as my Lord and Lady repaired to their room, 
and the ſervants went to their ſeveral apart- 
ments, Weſtcote between the hours of one 


and two in the morning, being the time when 


evrey perſon might be apprehended to be 
aſleep, with his accomplice, pulled off their 
| thoes and went up ſtairs Weſtcote being the 
conductor, the doors were opened eaſily and . , 
without making the leaſt noiſe, and curiofity _ 


prompting him to go as near his maſter's 


bedchamber as poſſible, he returned with the 
encouraging news that all was quiet and that 
both my Lord and Lady were faſt aſleep, 
they proceeded with fo little reſerve as to force 
open the lock of his Lordſhip*s bureau out of ß 
which Bradley took one bank note of 1001. 


one of 30 l. two ſmall tin boxes each about 


ſix inches deep and fix inches long and four 
inches broad, in which beſide the notes they _ 
found three hundred guineas in the one ang 
ninety five in the other, three gold ſnuff boxes, | 
one gold repeating watch, a ſilver candleſtick — | 
and ſtandiſh on which were curiouſly engrav- | 
ed the arms of the Stanhope family, The obs OY 
as bery | 
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bery being perpetrated they thought proper ts 
leave the door half open, and 1n the mean time 
Bradley judging it more ſafe to go forth by the 
' wicket of the gate than to leap over the wall, 

he repaired to the front of the garden dyke 1 in 
order to beſpatter it with mudd, that might 
give it the appearance of having been ſcaled 
by thieves and to give the mote feaſible ap- 


pearance the window of the kitchen that look- 


ed into the garden was left open. 
By the time that every. thing was accom- 
pliſhed it was palt two o'clock, when Brad- 


ley ſet out with his booty, and went by the. 


way of St, James's ſquare, Leiceſter-ſquare, 
Cranbone-alley, and Long acre, and arrived 


at his lodgings in Little Turnſtile, near the 
Duke of Newea aſtle's reſidence, about a quar- | 
ter before three: He called out loftly, Coo- 


per, Cooper, but Cooper was not within; 


' | howeyer Cooper's wife was, and after ex- 


preſſing her ſurprize that her huſband was 


not along with him, ſhe aſſured him his 
landlord was not in the way. As the aſſo- 

Cilates in villainy muſt be ſuppoſed to be left 

to themſelves, to be chained by the links of 


wickedneſs, and to be tied by the fetters 
thereof, ſo ſhe ſometimes appears in her de- 
| formity, and raiſes an horror by the leaſt 
glimmerings of her aſpect. Bradley, how- 


ever callous and obdurate, yet begun to be a 
little ſtartle oy: and uneaſy at not finding his 


landlord © t home: He therefore withdrew 


1 immediately to a Soup-houſe near Temple- 
bar, in order to find him our, and hece meet- 


lag with a ſecond Dilappoiatment, he re- 


3 paired 


10 
paired to a Night-cgllar in Wych- ſtreet, be- 
bin. 8. Clement's Church, where he found 


Bis con edcrate; his untaſineſs now lubſiding, 
tb y called icr me punch in order to rouſe 


their ſpirits, and ce drank heartily that 
they mit cht f ive themſelves “ the trouble of 
bc tithing,” ard takin og a review of what 
they had done. 

II x being over, the two brethren of ini- 
qui. y repaired to their habitation, where 


"W1; Hout any long CON ſultation, the y took out 


a {tone from the pavement in the cellar, dug 
a hole ſe flicient to contain the boxes: the 
watch and canle{ lick, and ſo artful y laid 


the lone in its place that no fraud could be 
ſuſpected. Acid fo taking another diam and 
orderit gage od dinner to he got! t ready at noun 


5 they eac ch retired to repoſe, 


But while Brad.cy and Cooper were ſafe 
each in his own a artment, a ſtir began in 


Lo'd Harrington s on ſeeing the bureau that 


had been bro! oke open, and on miſſing the mo- | 


ney and notes that had been therein contain= 


ed, The fervants, both men and women, 
were all called up ſtairs, every one excuſed - | 


himielf, and none appeared more. ſurprized, 


nor more ſtrongly declared their innocence, 


. on: 
. 
pan. 
« 2 
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than Weſtcote: The window of the Lab =P 


was diſcovered to be open, the outſide of the 
garden wall to be ſputtered, but no marks of 

any footſteps in the 9 arden, tho' the ground 
was wei and capabie "of impreſf ion, nor yet 


upon the n wiceſt intpection could any filth be 


Hund upon the ſtairs or in the parlour, which 


made one {ay merrily, theie thieves have not 
tra- 
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travelled from far. As this en cod 


not fall of ſuggeſtirg that the robbery Og 
not have been committed by a ftrar. ger 

ſtrangers, it naturally led his Lordſhip to a 
further erquiry z and ſo without hefiration 


the tervants were ref; pectively ſearched, and 


eighiecn guineas were found in the pocket of 
W eſteote: Some people began to entertain a 
re mote ſuſpicion of bim from this circum- 
ſtance, but as hi Lordſthip had obſerved him 
al vs; ays to be ſober and careful, fo both he 
and his La dy with great politeneſs and huma- 


nity vindicated him from Bow imputation on 


that account, for they both generuuſly ſaid, 
« that a perſon of ſuch care and induſtry as 


5 they Bad always (bſerved in Weſtcote, 


might very caſilo, {ave ſo ſmall and incon- 


© fidetable a ſam,” and this without har- 


Pears the re . ſuſpicion of the guilty 
_ perſon, His Lordſhip rde ed an advertiic- 
ment to be drawn vp, deſcribing the ſeveral 
things that had been carijed off, and men- 
tioning the number of the nates, to the intent 


they m gat be opt at the Bank or any whe: e 


elſe if offered to be changed. 


Hitherto every ane was ſafe on the fide 


of the conſpirators; the gold which they had 
taken could not be dillir 21 hed from others 
of the ſame ſtamp, value and quan- iy; - the 
notes and waich were ſafe in Cooper's cellar, 


and as for the candleſtick and ſtandiſh on 


which Were the arms of the Harrington 
family, theſe were broken into different 


pieces in order to prevent dilcovery, 
But whether Weltcote had obterved any 
8 | real h 


(is) 


real iufpicion in the ſervants, or that he 


thought fo, as his conſcience could not fail to 
accuſe him ; he at any event thought proper 
to leave his Lordſhip” s ſervice, and repairing 


to the lodging of his confederates, be declared 
an entire ſatisfaction in the ſeveral methods 
they had taken, but with none more than 
that of ſecreting the booty which he and 
Bradley had procured. Their intimacy in- 
creaſed upon it, they had the money in com- 
mon, each of them had acceſs to the ccilar, 
and was at liberty to take out what he plea- 
led. Cooper paid ſome of his creditors __ 
were moſt troubleſome, Bradley rolled in 
profuſion, while Weſtcote attended the 8 
matches at the Cock-pit by Queen: ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter, where he laid conſiderable wa- 
gers, as he did at the horſe races # Epſom, 
Barnet and Newmarket ; in all Thich he, 1 
like other gamblers, ſometimes loſt, ſome. 7 
time gained; but upon the whole he d mi- 


niſhed his ill. -procured ſubſtance. 


In about four months not only the money 1 
»hich they found in Lord Harrington's houſe, 
but that which they had raiſed by the ſale of |} 
the pieces of the candleſtick and fandiſh 
were ſpent, and now they were reduced to | 
the neceſſity of putting off the Bank notes, 
Which daily examples rendered hazardous and 
uncertain; for the many robberies upon the 
road, with the frequent forgeries committed 
upon the Bank, Companies and private per- 
ſons, had not only whetted the invention of 
the legillature, but had alſo raiſed a cautious 
0 ireurmſptetlon! in the clerks of the public and 
private 
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private offices; and as theſe notes had been 
ſo frequently advertiſed, it was in a manner 
im practicable to put them off any where 
within the bills of mortality. 

After many conſultations Weſtcote be- 
thought himſelf of a method which met 
with the others approbation ; he went down 
to Cheſter in order to buy ſome linen, and 
propoſed to exchange the notes with the ſel- 
ler. Accordingly he met with a perſon who 
he thought would not be over-curious, and 
bought webs of linen and cloth to the amount 
of 30 l. paid the 1001. note into his hand, 

and deſired either caſh or notes for the re- 
mainder; The man was a little ſtartled at 
firſt, or at leaſt Weſtcote thought ſo ; for on 
Bis arrival! in London he magnified the ex- 
; ploit he had performed, and bleſſed his ſtars 
bor having come off without being detected, 
which, according to himſelf, he twice ver 
narrowly eſcaped. And indeed, it muſt be 
owned, that the man was well verſed in the 
arts of ſubterfuge and evaſion, for when he 
was firſt taken up upon fuſpicion, and con- 
ducted to the Public Office, in Bow-ſtreet, 
Covent.garden, he was ſo puuctual in every 
thing, and gave ſuch a plauſible account of 
bimſelf as to eſcape the lyncean eye of that 
_ Magiſtrate, who, from long practice, has 
reduced the method of detecting rogues into 
an art, whereof he is certainly a conſummate 
maſter ; for twice the Juſtice of Peace dil. 
miſled him, having found no fault in him. 

Truth has ſomething candid and noble in 

itelt, and 18 ever attended with advantage, 


EVER 
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even in the mouth of the moſt abandoned: 
Had Weſtcote ad with candour he might 
have been ſtill alive, but what was a momen- 

tary and ſeeming beuekit, uin d out fatal tor 
him. a 

As the neighbours about lintle Turnſtile 

read in the pupers of Weſtcote's being taken 
up, and had obicrv'd him, Cooper a d Brad! ey 
to be uncommonly buſy and attentive, ſo their 
mouths were opened, and Weftcote was a 

third time taken up t » the tribunal in "ra 
Street, where the perſon to whom he had 
off one ai the notes was confronted with {ey To 


and where to his great mortification, Lord 5 


Harri g'on's gold wa'ch, and fifty three gu- 
neas were fund upon him, and now when 
it was too late he begin to 1 e with more 

cand ur, diſcovered his accomplices and prof- 


ferd his ſervice as an evidence for the Crown. 


The Juſtice told him with great propriety, 
that he could not give him a poſitive antwer, 
whether Bis proffer would be accepted, until! 
his acc: mplices had undcrgone an examitia- 
tion; but at the ſame t me aſſired him, that 
the only means by which he could attain his 
end, was to be ingenuous and to act with can- 
dour and diſcreticn; the arguments of his 
worſhip were too ſtrong to be refuted, and the 
priſoner's ſpirits were too much 15 ped to 
tvggett an immediate anſwer. tie was direct- 
ly committed to the red while a party 
was ſent to Little Turnſtile, 1 3 queit of COO 
per and of Bradley, the fr ct whom was 
tound, but the other, being trained up in the 
(chool of villainy, made his eſcape, and had 

| 4 OL 


„ 't 
got down to Wapping, where he put on a | 
{ailor's habit; however, he could not delude 
the Wappinn'ers by that diſguiſe ; they ob- 
ſerve a fot of aukwardn {s in him, and 
feve al times diſcovered ſuch ſudden changes 
from mirth to me!anchc ly, and from ſadneſs 
to contuſion, as raiſed apprebenſions. 

The poo Man was ſitting in a tap-room a- 

5 1:3 a promiſcuous company, hen thoſe 

f i: ſearch of him came in; the ma d had juſt 
drawn him a pint cf beer, and he had not 
once di2nk out of it: but the moment he 
ſet his eyes upon them, he dropt the News- 
paper which he had but juſt tien taken up; 

Confuſion was viſible in every feature, he of- 
fered to pay for his liquor without taſling it, 

and at a y rate wanted to be gone. V eſt⸗ 

3 cote and the neighbours near Cooper's houſe, 

| had deſcribed the perſon and complexion of 

| the man, every thing tended to undo him ; 

- the purluers, like the ſtaunch hound ſmell- 

h ing the hare by his fortſt-ps, diſcovered the 
man by the very outlines of his conduct: 
They aſked his name and to what ſhip he 
belonged, and receiving no latisfactory anſwer, 
they fixed their eyes the more intentiv ly upon 

him, and char ged him to be the very Bradley 
they were in queſt of; the company took the 

alarm and joined in the aflertion ; the man 
was ſeized that moment, and conducted in 
triumph to Bow-ttreet, where, upon exami- 
nation, he made a full diſcovery, and then 

was ſent to the Gatehouſe, fo that Sir John 5 
Fielding had nothing now but to conſiden 
whether Bradicy or Welicote was the propereſt 


object 


„ 8 
be * e 3 
: — 


( 16 ) 5 
object of the Royal Mercy; and to make the 


ſurer work, he ordered him to be brought 


before him on the 4th and 5th of December, 
when he was re-examined upon the diſcove- 
ries he had made with reſpeCt to the robbery 
in the houſe of Lord Harrington; and to ſhew 
the further aſſiduity of that Magiſtrite, he 


ordered all three to be brought before him 


on Saturday the 8th of December, when 
Bradley not only confirmed all he had ſaid, 
but alſo impeached his accomplices with a 
robbery in the chambers of Mr. Montague, 
in Lincoln's-inn- fields, from whence they 


ſtole a gold watch, ſeveral diamond rings and 


other things of value, and alſo charged them 
with a robbery in the houſe of Mr. Burton, 

of Hatton-garden. In his relation of facts be 
was more diſtinct and full than Weſtcote, and 


ſeemed to know more, which not only deter- 


mined Sir John, but likewiſe Juſtice Spynage, 
a gentleman of ſound judgment and ſagacity, 
to fix upon Bradley as the evidence for the 


Crown, becauſe he only was capable of con- 
victing Cooper for receiving the goods, know-. 


ing them to be ſtolen, a crime in my humble 
apprehenſion, no leſs than theft or robbery. _ 


'Tis admirably well obſerved by Sir George ny 
M'Kenzie in his Inſtitutions, that every crime 


o ght to be puniſhed proportionably to the 
ce.ree of fecrecy wherewith it is committed, 


cr o the degree ot ſaſety that the perpetrator 
1 in fo r ſome time after. Thus forgery is more 


cious than theft or houſe-breaking, for a 
m way lecute his houſe and repoſitories 
OM belng broke open, but he cannot hinder 


a man 
2 ute 


— 
\ 


5 


a man from forging his name; not yet can 


be ſtop his goods from being der eived by a 
third perſon. Had Cooper refuſed to accept 


of Lord Harrington's property, neither \ Weſt— 
cote nor Bradley would have been fo vigo- 
rous in the execution of their plan, which, 
however well-concerted, was at laſt found 
out by the aſſiduity of Sir John Fielding, 
who does every buſineſs ſo well, that one 
would think he had nothing in hand except 
that very caſe which lay immediately before 


him ; for notwithſtanding the multiplicity of 


buſineſs upon his hands, and that he was in- 
volved in a law-fuit with Juſtice Lane for à 
wrong commitment, in which he was caſt in 


the coſts of ſuit and in col. damages, yet he 


had theſe aſſociates in RY five times be- 
fore him in the ſpace of twelve days, vz. on 
the 26th of November the day when Wett- 


cote firſt was taken up, on the 11: of Decem- 


ber, on the 4th, 5th and 8th of that month 
likewiſe; and having traced out the matter 


to its firſt ſource, bound over Lord Harring- 
ton, Bevel his ſtoward, and the other ſervants - 


to proſecute, and ſent Bradley and Cooper to 
ſeparate apartments in the Gatehouſe, while 
Weſtcote was remanded in his irons to New- 
gate till the 14th, when his and the trial of 
Cooper came on before Mr. Baron Adams, 


ho acted with his uſual moderation and can- 
dour in the whole affair. Many witne ſſes ap · 


peared for the Crown, but Bradley's evidence 
was the moſt clear and entirely fixed the guilt 
upon the priſoner ; that of Bevel, his Lord- 
{hip's ſteward was ſomewhat tedious and ug- 


entertaining, perhaps the man was unaccuſ- 


C 


43 


r 


NI — ct ee tne 0 
—— — — 
— 


[1 . y * - 
: yr to 148 i 
" 0 RY e * 
z x, 1 1 4. 18 
. S G * 
n 1 5 $) 4 3 ry 8 99 . 
en aedid e 


„ 
tomed to ſpeak in Court, and to this might 
be owing his inaccuracy, When the evidence 


came to be ſummed up, the Judge obſerved, 
that an accomplice's teſtimony ought to be 

received with particular caution ; and as Brad- 
ley had, by his declaraticn, virtually confeſ 
led im ſelf to be as infamous a fellow as had 
ever appea: ed in that Court, ſo no further 


credit was to be given to his Aeolara tion than 


as it was con Greed by other circumſtances ; 


and fo the Jury, after hearing the whole ſum- 
med vp in a Plain, eaſy and impartial man- 
ner, retired for about three-quarters of an 
hour, finding Weſtcote guilty, 


1 5 haps ſince the time a noted toyman u near 


the Courts of juſtice had a narrow eſcape by 
means of a merciful Jury and the goodueſs of 


525 character, when he was tried for ſtealing 


tunc and 8 perty was more or L. ſs concermᷓd. 


After | being found guilty, an unhappy no- 
tion that he would be reprieved, hindered his | 
g Ying the matter ſo 8 iouſly ro heart as might | 
rave been withed ; but in this caſe he was 
has > for as the law ſtands, no men of — 
character would employ his 205d offices NR 


Is 


fa vour of ſo baſe and o deteffabie a crime; 
Which, even 0 the reign' of Witham the 


3 8 eror, W! en noc crime was pair 0 ca- 
pay“ 1 Mt of murder trealon, 
4 


** would 
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ſnuff- boxes, the Court-houſe has not been 
more tull, the trials of Rice the broker, or of 3 
Garde not excepted ſeveral perſons of the 
5 10 diſtioction being defirous to know the 
Tis of an affair in which every man of for- 
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Niſhing theft and robbery w th death; and 


would have been adyer: ed to in a fingi! 


manner. 


It weuld be going too ore: at a length to 


write againſt a cuſtom that The * 15 long pre- 
vailed in Britain ond Ireland, as that of pu- 


yet we cannot help ſaying, that Talus pop. 


oft ſuprema lex. The crimes are breaches of 
18 


the eighth and tenth commandments, fo 


flander and lying, ſo is adu'tery, diſhonou: ing 
of Magiſtrates and taking the {:« ed name of 
_ Gop in vain, which la ſt mentioned fins, wy 
not capitally puniſhed, are yet as odious « 
the others; neither is the raus mercatoria, i 


carried beyond its due bounds, unatten . 


with horror and deteſtation; for a toyman to 
ſell a ſnuft-box for 6s. that uſually vends at 
1s. to fell a ring for gold which is 7 mk ; 
tin buckles for ſilver, to charge articles at 7 


inſtcad of 1 8. 11. 168. inſte ad of 4s. or at 
21. 108. inſtead of 7s. is a crime no leſs hei- 


of theft and robbery ; covetouſneſs is account- 


nous in the ſight of God and man than that 


ed idolatry, whereof the Dutch Jews and 


Could a method be fallen on for more ef- 


fectually puniſhing robbery and theft than by 
death, it would certainly be doing a real ſer- 
vice to this flouriſhing kingdom, this magni. 


their offspring, or wretches of a mongrel de- 
ſcent, are moſt flagrantly guilty. 


ficent and great metropolis: Let the malefactor 


le cter 


be confined to hard labour in that particular 
branch wherein he was trained, and if of no 
trade, let him be ſent to one 7 the remoteſt 
places in this extenſive empire; let the initial 


, . —— l . BW, . "A - * 1 
"of . : ed ; 2 
9 4 * * — 1 = 
5 © En du xt; 


( 20 ) 


leiter of hiscrime ſtamped upon his forehead, 


8 ſodomy and T for theft. Such glaring marks 
| of infamy cannot fail to awaken the moſt 


callous and obdurate, and anſwer the end - 


the law and even of puniſhment which 1 


falutary and medicinal, no leſs than death 1 15 
_ ſelf ; as Ceſar very nobly eren himſelf 


belore the ſenate of Rome, © The gene- 


ec Lality of mankind are affected with dhe laſt 


0 icenes, and even with 101 ipect 0 the moſt 


but forget the crime whereof the guilty 


1 cent and Hagranit. example ; all about Bow- 


| trcet, both ſuch as were preſent at his exa- 

= mination and ſuch as ſaw bim paſs along to 
[1 | 11S place of confinement, were touched with 
his misfortune, only Tom Tollis, habituated 


5 


1 to blood, ſaid, © he has ; good cloaths and theſe 


wonder, for he: was a comely. looking man, 


** a very decent: like ſervant, always neat and 
1 clean, and at a proper age of lite being about 


"a 1 3h 35 Yeais: old. 


1 along with fix others, he more ſeriouſly went 


| into himielf, and prepared. for jaunching out 
| : into Elerniry. A review Of his ingratitude 
f to the beſt of Maſters, and to a Lady whoſe 


att qua ification was to be the greateſt beauty 


ſuch as F for forgery, K for robbery, 8 for 


t exccrable of mortals, they are apt to con- 
{© demn the Judge for pronouncing ſentence, 


40 Was a. Of this Weſtcote is a re- 


« will fit me well.” And indeed it is no 


; 8 After being informed that be wat to ho a 


ct her age, preſented a more {hocking ſpecta- 

cle than the . of Tyburn; however, 0 

he e piated! his galt with his tears, and on 
the 


| (6321 
the ꝙth of January finiſhed his life at Tyburn 
amidſt the ſympthaz ing groans of all who 


ſaw him. — The man looked extremely well, 


having on a ſuit of fine blue cloaths, his hair 
neatly dreſſed, and a laced hat, but What was 


ſomewhat ſingular, tnere was a white cockade 


in it: The day became rainy for ſome mi- 


nutes as they advanced to the fatal tree, but 
as they approached nearer the weather clear'd 


up; and Weſtcote looked with as much 
_ chearfulnefs as if he was s going to an enter- 
tainment. 


The Reader will not conſtrue any ching aid g ff 


. here of ſome conſiderable perſonages as flow- 


ing from a return of a favour conferred upon 
the Author: The Writer of this has no friends 
to procure him any place or penſion, nor did 
he ever apply except for that of being a 
King's Meſſenger, for which he judged him- 
felt qualified! in every reſpect, being capable 


of wriing a letter in five different languages, 


and of ſpeaking the Latin tolerably well, as 


allo being of a ſound conſtitution and capa- 
ble of fatigue; but in this he was diſappoint- 
cd, and a footman 8 before him. 


1 All he propoſes in theſe pages is to ſet forth 
--the- e circumſtances of a man cut off 


in the prime of life, that the legiſlature may 


think upon a method of rendering tranigret- . 


lors themſelves benclicial t to their country; 
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